‘Maths for the Aging’
By Mike Crompton
It’s a pretty good guess that everyone here is over 25, except me of course. It’s also obvious that time seems to be related to age, just as we all fear it is. 

Do you remember how it took a bloody eternity for your birthday to come around each year? Of course, Christmas seemed to disappear for ever! Using the other yardstick, holidays just flew by and we were back at school before we knew it. A sunny day only lasted a few minutes, but a rainy day lasted a week. Tobogganing snow melted in an hour but that cold sloshy stuff we had to walk through to school and back, uphill both ways, stayed around ‘til Spring.
A sweet lollipop lasted but a few seconds, but cauliflower stayed on your plate for an eternity. A bottle of pop appeared to drain on its own while that ‘stuff that is good for you’ kept the cup full no matter how much of it you drank!
The ‘very short’ lineup to get into the movies was as long after an hour as it was when you joined, but you got into the dentist’s office immediately. At church the preacher’s sermon seemingly went on for days but the Sunday school goodies disappeared even before you got there. 

I’m sure you all have many more examples of the sneaky variations and tricks that time and age play on us. Particularly the fact that today an hour goes by as fast as a second did and a day goes by as fast as an hour did just a couple of years ago!
Well, you will be glad to know there is a simple mathematical explanation for this. It goes something like this.

When you are 2 years old a year is half your life. It takes a long time for half your life to pass. When you are 40 years old a year is 1/40th of your life so it passes sooooooo much faster. When you are over 65 years old, well I’m sure you get the drift. Those of us 80 years old or more don’t even remember what the hell this all is about anyway!!!
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