November 5th
November 5th is the anniversary of an attempt in 1605 by a group of English Catholics to kill the Protestant King James I and his government. Enraged by the previous protestant rule of Elizabeth the First, they were hell bent on restoring Catholicism by ‘offing’ James. If successful their plan was to install 9 year old Elizabeth, the daughter of King James, as the puppet queen of England
The conspirators were a group of prominent people, all of well-known catholic faith and active in trying to reinstate Catholicism as the official religion of England. They were led by Robert Catesby and included John and Christopher Wright, Robert and Thomas Wintour, Thomas Percy, Robert Keyes, Thomas Bates, John Grant, Ambrose Rookward, Sir Everard Digby, Francis Tresham, who coincidently was the cousin of the man that received the tip off note later on. Finally of course Guy Fawkes. They were a veritable ‘who’s who’ of the English Catholic establishment. 
Renting a house close by they secretly smuggled and placed 36 barrels of gunpowder, enough to devastate 500 square meters, under the Palace of Westminster, now the houses of parliament. Guy Fawkes was meant to escape to Europe after lighting the slow fuse to set off the explosion when the House of Lords convened on November 5th 
However, William Parker the Baron of Monteagle was tipped off by an anonymous letter telling him to avoid being present on the opening of the House on November 5th.  It is possible it was sent by his cousin, one of the conspirators. He authorised a search of the building during the night of November 4th. The search of the basement revealed a man with a ‘slow match’, a treated piece of rope that would burn with a slow burning ember, ready to torch the fuse. He was arrested and gave his name as ‘John Johnston’.

Ordered by the king to be taken to the ‘tower’ and, starting with ‘gentle torture’ slowly increasing to more painful torture, be persuaded to confess and give the names of any co-conspirators. He resisted for a very long time but eventually gave his name as Guy Fawkes and the names of several men. Robert Catesby being the leader.
The conspirators fled but most were located in Worcester by the sheriff. Some, including Catesby and Percy, were killed in the ensuing fight. The remainder were arrested on the spot. All were sentenced to be hung drawn and quartered. January of 1606 was set for their execution. 
On January 27th, the execution date, Guy Fawkes was ordered to watch the gruesome hanging, drawing and quartering of his co-conspirators. Before he was to be hung, however, destiny played a surprising part in his execution. While climbing the gallows he slipped, some say jumped, but his weak state from torture makes a slip more likely. He fell breaking his neck and died on the spot. Not to have justice denied they quartered him anyway.

Soon after ‘Bonfire Night’ was officially sanctioned throughout England. With Anti-Catholicism being rampant effigies of the Pope were being burned on the bonfires. Eventually Guy Fawkes replaced the Pope and bonfire night, with fireworks and revelry has been celebrated ever since on November 5th.
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